
Morris Knolls HSA Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, Nobember 16, 2021 

7:00pm, via Zoom 
   
Present on call: 
Christie D’Asti, President 
Michelle Conover, Vice President 
Roxanne Sattar-Mayrowetz, Secretary 
Denise Occhipinti, Treasurer 
Girish Nair, Raffle Chairperson 
Monica Baioneta, Raffle Co-chair 
   
Meeting Opened: 
President D’Asti opened meeting at 7:02 pm 
HSA President’s Report: 

• Welcome remarks 

• Explained Principal MacNaughton was unable to attend the call due to another commitment, 
but sends wishes for a happy thanksgiving. 

• President D’Asti covered upcoming events 
o November 18, 19, 20: School play “Too much light makes baby go blind”. Tickets can be 

purchased online. 
o November 22: Rob Franek from Princeton Review will be discussing the college process 

for juniors and junior parents. “Finding Your Best Fit College”  
o November 24: Half day for Thanksgiving break.  
o Winter Sports starting soon- reminder to parents to sign their students up on family ID, 

located on the athletics page of our website. 
o December 4 – The next LSAT date is Saturday, December 4. Morris Hills is a designated 

test site through the College Board, make sure to select the Morris Hills district for the 
December 4 LSAT 

• Holiday winter spirit store, was a great success. School had two phases due to the extended 
weekend for teachers convention.  

o We hit our minimums for the ornaments and the magnets so anybody that ordered 
those we will not have to cancel or refund those will be part of the order shipping.  

o Next sale is in the spring.  
o Suggestions are welcomed. 

• President D’Asti discussed great progress of dues collections, deadline and detailed how the 
HSA funds are provided for scholarships and teacher grants.  

o November 30 dues deadline 
o Past dues accepted one year back, especially as a senior. Cannot pay four years prior. 
o Previous years dues: grandfathering $15 for any previous years. 
o Families must be active members in order for students to be eligible for an HSA 

scholarship. 
o Link to cheddar (online dues payment portal) will be available in the chat. If paying 

online, please indicate the school year, if paying for multiple years. 
o If you have questions emails will be provided in the chat. 



• President D’Asti discussed the “Shop Small” fundraiser. Due to logistics this will not happen this 
year. If there’s interest, then the HSA will start planning early next year.  

 

• COVID-19 update - Two cases in our school community.  
o Denville Township Schools have seen a rise in cases in the middle and elementary 

schools, however, the numbers in Morris Knolls remain low.  
o Reminder, complete the daily screener located on the website each day before coming 

to school. The screener also outlines the guidelines and school policy regarding out of 
state travel for both vaccinated and unvaccinated students. 

• President D’Asti encouraged parents to join the MK HSA Facebook page. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 

• Covered budget. Largest line - receipts of membership dues and disbursements for teacher 
grants (earmarked for the 2020- 2021 school year).  

• $9119.00 is available ending balance. 
 

Vice President’s Update: 

• Teacher Winter Luncheon  - Principal MacNaughton suggests target date between late January 
and early February. 

o Approx cost: $500-$700 
o Could be partially sponsored by family donations (trays), either homemade or 

purchased. 

• HSA would like to hold something for teachers prior to the holidays – “cookies and hot 
chocolate” 

o Discussed options for homemade or do volunteers (ie, sign-up genius). 
o Hoping to ask Shannon help with sign-up genius and send out within 1-2 weeks. 

 
Raffle Chair Update: 

• Submission for the raffle license. After the HSA license is renewed, HSA  will submit the 
application to the Denville municipality.  

• Plan is to send raffle tickets to all the parents by first week of January and we will be drawing on 
May 10. We are just waiting for the license to be get renewed there. 

• Raffle format will remain the same as last year. 

• Suggestions for ticket sales, after school sports events. 
 
Q & A session 
 
Q: In regards to scholarships, do seniors have to apply for them or do they automatically get them 
because they’re HSA members? A: No. There is a portal, where all the scholarships are loaded. There is 
an application that needs to be filled out. Students’ guidance counselors will take them through the 
process. We have a hard deadline (earlier then in the past).We had a lot of people last year missed the 
deadline and a lot of students miss hundreds of scholarship opportunities that we have.. So for senior 
parents, just watch for an email on that and get on your students because it is disappointing when they 
go through a process and do an essay and go to submit it and they miss the deadline. That's new this 
year 



Q: Do you have details about Holiday Wreath pickup? A: No, but what we’ll send a message out to 
project graduation committee (running this fundraiser) and ask them to post details on the MK HSA 
Facebook page.  
 
Q: With the (teacher)luncheons what is the typical headcount that we look to serve? Typically with just 
the teachers and custodians, it's around 250. We're now including the bus drivers and all the staff so 
that number’s a lot bigger than it was before, approximately it’s around 275.  
 
Closing remarks  
 No HAS meeting in December 
 Next meeting will be in January 2022 
 Happy Thanksgiving. 
 
Meeting closed: 
The meeting was closed at 7:42 pm 


